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C1-22 king Xerxes of Persia ruled the empire, in his 3rd year he gave a banquet lasting 180 

days, he gave a banquet for the people, in the 7th day he calls for Vashti. She refuses, the 

king was furious, he called his advisors, what must be done, Memucan speaks, she has 

wronged not only king but every officer, it wil affect all the women, banish her by written 

decree. 

 

Commentary: This is a picture of humanity with wrong everywhere. The amount of excess 

is sin with celebration carrying on in unending fashion. Then the call for the Queen for one 

reason, the men to see her beauty. It is so demeaning to the female version of humanity 

with so much more to offer to any setting well beyond beauty. 

 

The story takes an even darker turn when she refuses the king's request. It's not pod finale 

without grave consequences. No one can blame her in the 21 Century, but this 

commentator views it as a poor decision in her part. Rebellion within the family is not the 

way to make a point. Abagail knew her husband was a fool.  She did not embarrass him at 

his drinking party. The next day one-on-one she delivered her message, and his life was 

done and her life changed for good (1 Samuel 25) 

 

C2 1-23 after a while the king begins thinking of Vashti, attendants to announce a search to 

bring women into the royal harem, he was pleased with the plan, there was a man in Susa a 

Benjamite Mordecai who had been exiled, he had a beautiful cousin named Hadassah 

called Esther. He raised her as his daughter, Hegai impressed with Esther ordered special 

menu and beauty treatments.  She didn't tell her nationality, 

 

Commentary: The sure sign of an error is regret when the anger subsides or act is passed. 

Now we see Romans 8:28 (all things working) at work. This mess where women are 

belittled and men are tyrants turns into a marvelous picture of God operating through 

human darkness to fulfill his purpose. God majors in making the very best out if our mess. 

The call goes forth to seek someone who will replace the queen and enters Hadassah-

Esther. 
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She was taken to the kings bed, she was given her choice of perfumes and oils, she would 

never go to the king again unless she was especially enjoyed, the king loved Esther more 

than any other, he set the royal crown on her head. He gave a great banquet in her honor, 

Mordecai became a palace official, Mordecai discovers a plot against the king and sends a 

message thru Esther. This was recorded in the Persian history 

 

Commentary: 

 

Simultaneous Mordecai also becomes a palace official. Doors open for God's people to 

perpetuate God's plan for his people. Remember personal blessings are to become faith 

community manifestations. Somehow our personal blessings must inspire and encourage 

us to encourage and minister to others.  Mordecai's discovery and disclosure may have 

happened before he became an official. Nevertheless, it is am important event showing his 

loyalty. 

 

C3 1-15  later the king promotes Haman over all the nobles, making him the most powerful 

in the kingdom, everyone would bow to Haman except Mordecai, he refused to obey the 

policy, Haman filled with rage, he looked for a way to destroy all the Jews, lots were cast 

Haman presents the Jews as a threat and request that they be destroyed, the king agreed, on 

April 17 messengers dispatched saying Jews must be killed on March 7 

 

Commentary: As marvelous as a story this is, the ugliest of humanity enters the scene and 

this is a continuing reality for believers. Jesus informed Peter, Satan desires to sift you into 

granulation. He desires to pulverize God's people.  We see this in this picture. Paul 

mentioned the fiery darts of the wicked one. Fire represents the spreading or nuclear fall of 

sin upon more than the perpetrator. Haman's hatred and authority becomes the source of a 

genocidal decree against the Jews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C4 Vss 1-17 Mordecai tore his clothes when he learned what happened, great mourning 

among Jews, they fasted wept and wailed, Esther deeply distressed, she sends Hatach to 

Mordecai, Mordecai told Hatach to appeal to the king, Esther tells Mordecai thru Hatach 

she cannot approach the king, Mordecai warns her if she will not God will send someone 

and she and her relatives will die. Esther decides she will approach the king and that all 

Jews would fast and pray, she was ready to die if required 

 

Commentary:  Our walk in The Lord includes days so difficult. We are immune to tragedy 

and heartbreak. He has to gather himself enough to appeal to his surrogate daughter. 

He understands now what she is there for. It is this time when she needs to stand. 
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Notice first Esther shows her weakness, but with the right encouragement she takes a stand 

calling for prayer and fasting. We need to do likewise facing major decisions. 

 

 

 


