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C-2 Vss 1-23 

 

The angel of The Lord from Gilgal to Bokin, you were not to make covenants with the 

people, you disobeyed, I will no longer drive them out, they will be thorns, and god's 

temptation. 

 

Commentary:  The chapter begins by asserting that the tribes' inability to drive out the 

inhabitants was more a lack of desire and disobedience than any other factor. 

 

Throughout there is a sense that they prefer to use them as servants . Recall the covenant 

Joshua's generation made with the          they made excuses to honor the covenant 

reasoning that God would punish them for not honoring the covenant though they were 

deceived . In our view no God supported covenant can be entered where a party is 

disingenuous. This is why marriage to a woman who was supposed to be a virgin was 

voided. And she was stoned if found true (.   ). It was not acceptable to God that the 

inhabitants were not driven out. 

 

After that generation died (Joshua's followers), another grew who did not remember God's 

mighty works, they went after other gods, God handed them over to raiders, The Lord 

fought against them (Israel), then The Lord resided up judges to rescue them, whenever the 

judge raised up a judge he was with them during the judge's life time, but afterward they 

returned to waywardness, 

 

Commentary: The pattern is set after Joshua's death and an extended period of peace it 

resulted in disobedient conduct. This is human mature at it's worst. 

 

Believers learn from these experiences. 

 

C-3 Vss 1-31 

God left nations in Canaan to test them and teach warfare to the generation that had no 
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experience, nations Philistines, Sidonians, Hivites, tested Israel. They intermarried, The 

Lord burned with anger, turned then over to king Cushsan-rishathaim, The Lord raised 

Othniel Joshua's nephew, The Lord gave him victory, forty years, 

 

Commentaries: The fact that God turned his own people over to their enemies is disturbing 

to some . Surely, God could send a lightening bolt. However, the principle here is that 

consequences of sin or directly related to the sin committed. 

 

There's no question in the mind of the disobedient follower when the result of their 

disobedience leads to some  specific punitive activity. Israel neglected to remove the 

inhabitants as told, those inhabitants would become their masters. Paul spoke of believers 

becoming or being slaves to sin. 

 

Vss 12 -33 they did evil, Egland of Moab control Israel, the people cries God raises Ehud, 

Ehud killed the king and Israel conquered Moab. Peace for Eighty years, 

 

Commentary: Nevertheless, God does not fail to hear his people sincere cry. He does not 

fail to deliver. He raises Ehud who leads the people with boldness after killing the king. 

 

 

C-4 Vss 1-33 

Israel again did evil, The Lord turned them over to king Jabin of Hazor, Sisera 

(commander) oppressed Israel. Deborah wife of Lappidoth was a prophet, she sent to 

Barak, call out your army 10k from Naphtali and Zebulun, he would only go if she went 

with her, she agreed but also told him he would receive no honor a woman would, when 

Barak attacked Sisera God threw his men into panic, Sisera ran, Barak killed all Siseras 

warriors, Sisera was killed by Jael. 

When Barak came looking for Sisera Jael showed Barak Jael dead from Jael 's tent peg, 

Israel became stronger and stronger 

 

Commentary: This may be one of the most profound stories, demonstrating God's desire to 

use everyone as leaders, particularly when or where men bequeath the responsibility or fail 

it. 

 

Deborah calls for Barak who will not go to battle without her. This is in spite of the fact 

that The Lord commanded Barak go to battle. Did he not believe Deborah? Was he too 

afraid? 

 

Was it because she was a woman? We believe so. There is no similar account of a leader 

telling the prophet, you go with me into battle 

 

The fact that she tells him he will not get the honor a woman will, makes this clear in our 

view. 

 

It goes without saying that the campaign was successful, but a king or commander 's glory 

is to conquer another king personally. Jael lured Sisera and provided hospitality and death. 
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C5 Vss  1-31 

 

Deborah's song, leaders took charge people followed, Lord when you set out and Marched 

across Edom, mountains quaked at Sinai, in the days of Jael, few people in villages until 

Deborah rose as mother of Israel, not a sword or shield, the people marched down against 

mighty warriors, Reuben great indecision,Dan stayed home, Asher unmoved, Zebulun and 

Naphtali risked life, the stars fought from heaven, most blessed of women Jael , peace for 

forty years, 

 

Commentary: Deborah's victory song includes history but gives further evidence to Jael's 

place in history. More disturbing however is that other tribes did not participate in the 

campaign. This is a reality of faith where courage is required. 

 

Not everyone can or will participate though they gladly receive the results. 

 

The song also reminds us that Israel did not have war instruments. Only God! 

 

 


