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C6 

Israel did evil, The Lord handed them to Midianites (Lots Descendants) for seven years, 

they were so cruel they hid in caves, destroyed their crops. They cried, the angel if The 

Lord came and sat at Ophrah, Gideon hiding wheat, angel called Gideon mighty hero The 

Lord is with you, Gideon then why is all this happening, angel: go with the strength you 

have, Gideon: if you are with me stay until I bring an offering, realizing it was the angel of 

The Lord, built an altar named it God's peace, pull down your fathers altar to Baal, build an 

altar to The Lord 

 

Gideon took 10 of his servants and obeyed, the people saw the altar torn down, wanted 

Gideon's life, josh Gideon's father said let Baal defend himself if he is god, Gideon called 

Jerubbaal, let god defend himself 

 

Commentary: Again, after a period of peace, they turn away for God. Note the Midianites 

treat them with more cruelty. God elevates his punishment as needed. 

 

Note Gideon already had a combative spirit with The Midianites. He hid wheat from them. 

He was the candidate God preferred. This courage was displayed by obeying the angel of 

The Lord and destroying the Baal idol. It was his tune up to a larger campaign. Note it is 

others in Israel who desire to kill him for destroying the idol. His father stands up for him. 

Often faith produces faith. 

 

Midian and Amalek form against Israel, spirit of the Lord took possession of Gideon, he 

blew a call to arms, Gideon's two part test: wool fleece wet ground dry, ground wet fleece 

dry, 

 

Commentary: Perhaps of all the speculation concerning Gideon and the fleece test, any 

person must be sure that The Lord is at the center of a high risk high reward campaign. 

Moses too gave plenty of concerns and God answered each one. 
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There's nothing wrong with counting the potential cost and staying in counsel with God 

with matters of faith. 

 

C7vss 

 

1-25 

 

Jerrbaal got up early the next morning, the enemies camped north, God said you have too 

many warriors, tell the timid and afraid go home, 22k went home , still too many. Two 

groups those who cup their hands those who drink with their mouths from the stream , 300 

drink with hands cupped go to battle, I have given you victory, go listen to what Midianites 

are saying, Midians and Amelek settled like a swarm of locusts, Gideon heard a man's 

 dream and interpretation. Gideon worshipped, just after midnight Gideon surrounded the 

camp and blew their horns shouting A sword of The Lord and Gideon. The warriors fought 

against themselves, Gideon sent for others tribes, all the men of Ephraim did as they were 

told, killed Oreb and Zeeb the two Midianite commanders 

 

Commentary: Note once Gideon was clear he is on the way-- the significance of getting 

started early in the morning. Now the filtering process ensures that everyone knows only 

God ensured success. 

There are too many men. Note, people were going to war, or in the midst of it without 

preparation and resolve. 

 

And this is the same condition of believers who are not prepared for the faith-life. The faith 

is a casual drink for them as opposed to one where they are vigilant and ready to move at 

the Lord's command. 

 

Note, The Lord knows our fear factor. He tells Gideon to go to the enemies' camp and 

listen to them. 

When Gideon here's their fear, he is encouraged. Satan's organization fears the courageous, 

prayerful and faith filled believer. They flee when resisted. They run into pigs at his 

presence. When the believer has a record and presence of faithfulness and daily fellowship 

she or he has only to blow their horn of prayer and to stand steadfast. Glory! 

 

 

C 8 

Vss 1-35 

Ephraim argued with Gideon, Gideon chases Zebah and Zulmunna, they reached Succoth, 

but they would not feed Gideon's men more afraid of the Midian kings, Gideon presents 

the kings to Elders of Succoth, Gideon punished then with thorns and briars. 

 

Commentary: The elders of Succoth refused to aid Gideon in fear of the two kings who 

were running for their lives. This shows how much fear grips people even when obvious 

changes is happening. It also shows in contrast how bold someone like Rahab was who 

helped the spies. Gideon returns and punishes the elders. There's a cost for unfaithfulness. 
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Vs 22 Gideon refuses to be their ruler. Gideon made a sacred ephod, all Israel stared 

worshipping it. Forty years there was peace 

 

Commentary: Gideon refuses to be their ruler. He knows Israel is a theocracy, but the 

people begin worshipping Gideon's Ephod. The metaphor of a shepherd and sheep is one 

of the most accurate illustration of God's people and their need for a principal leader. 

 

Gideon's son had 70 sons, Israel prostitutes themselves, and showed no loyalty to Gideon's 

family, 

 

Commentary:  Again represents humanity. Humanity has a 'what have you done for me 

lately spirit.' 

 

C 9 vss 1-15 Gideon's son Abimelech son offers to be ruler, the people of Shechem agree, 

he kills all of his half brothers, Jotham escaped, Jotham  gives a parable, his challenge to 

the people concerning their conduct toward Gideon's family, if they have acted honorably 

toward Gideon then blessed. If not they will receive Abimilech's ire, after three years God 

sent a spirit and stirred up trouble, 

Gaal incites rebellion against Abimelech, Abimelech destroys Schechem, a woman drops a 

stone and kills Abimelech, God punished both Abimelech and Shechem 

 

Commentary: The story turns to a son of Gideon who was apparently from a woman of 

Shechem. Ambitiously, he murders his half brothers, but Jotham remains and acts as the 

voice of their conscience. Ultimately, all parties pay for the conduct. 


