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Judges 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

C 10 1-18 

Puah becomes judge, from Issachar, judged 23 years, Jair becomes judge , he had 30 sons, 

again Israel worshipped Baal and Ashtoreth gods of the other people, God turned them 

over to Philistines and Anmonites, Israel in great distress, they put aside foreign gods, 

 

Commentary: The Philistines become the nemesis of Israel. God turns them over to the 

Philistines because of their idol worship. 

 

 

 

C 11-13 

 

Vss 1-20 

 

Jephthah, son Gilead, a great warrior, mother a prostitute, half brothers would not give any 

inheritance, So Jephthah fled, Ammonites attack and desire Jephthah's help. People make 

him ruler, Jephthah asked why are you attacking, Ammon replied Israel stole land, 

Jephthah tells the history, God took the land from you, You take what your god gives you, 

we take what our God gives us, we have been here 300 years, Ammonites pay no attention, 

spirit of The Lord upon Japhthah, Japhthah's promise to God whatever comes out if his 

home for victory, after victory his daughter came out, he was distraught. She told him to do 

whatever he promised The Lord, she was given two months to lament , she returned and he 

fulfilled his vow, she died a virgin 

 

Commentary: How soon people change their tune when they are in need. Allowing 

Jephthah to be run off because his mother was a prostitute was deplorable.  Now in need 

they cal for their most heralded warrior to lead them. 

 

The Ammonites prepare to war and this prostitute's son knows his faith history unlike so 
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many today. Our faith history is God's history and one God ill uphold because it is his 

record. 

 

Jephhath unfortunately makes an unnecessary vow in his desire to defeat the Ammonites. 

 It does demonstrate that no servant of God is casually pursuing ministry.  But we must 

remember it is God's campaign.  He warrants our success.  Jephthah makes a vow that cost 

him his daughter.  Some believe that it simply meant she would never have a family and 

emphasize she died a virgin. 

 

However, the context of her going away a few months and returning indicates that her life 

was taken. Our faith is a matter of life or death. Her words to her father to do what he 

promised The Lord are truly words of a saint-martyr who will receive the highest reward in 

the resurrection. 

 

C12 

 

Ephraim complained why didn't you call us to help, I summoned you refused, he attacked 

Ephraim and defeated them, shibboleth or sibolleth would determine the Ephraimites, 42k 

were killed, Jephath judged 6 years, Elam becomes judge, Abdon becomes judge eight 

years, 

 

Commentary: Again, as with a previous battle, here comes a tribe upset when they see the 

spoils of victory.  Like a deceased relative, people show up after all the hard work 

supporting a loved-one with lame excuses. A battle civil battle ensues. The Ephraimites are 

on the wrong end. 

 

C 13 Vss 1-25 

Again Israel did evil, Philistines oppress forty years, Manoah from Dan with a wife unable 

to have child , the angel of The Lord appears and promises a child who is to drink no wine, 

or forbidden food , hair must not be cut , dedicated to God a Nazarite from birth, she told 

her husband, Manoah asked God for the man (angel) to return, appeared again to his wife 

who ran for her husband, 

 

Commentary:  The pattern continues. And there is the introduction to Samson.  Another 

feature of this experience is the angel of The Lord presents himself to the woman for those 

who believes that God only presents Himself to the spiritual head of the household. 

 

Manoah wanted to know the angels name, too marvelous to understand, Manoah sacrificed 

a young goat and angel of The Lord ascended onto the sky, when her son was born she 

named him Samson 

 

Commentary:  This is an extraordinary event certainly supporting those who believe the 

angel of the Lord was a manifestation of the Son of God.  His name is to marvelous for 

Manoah to understand.  As Manoah makes a sacrifice that ascends into the sky, the angel 

of the Lord ascends almost certainly a preview of Jesus' ascension. 
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