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1 Samuel 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

C1-3 

 

Vss 1-8 A man named Elkanah, Ephraim, two wives, Hannah-Peninah, Hannah did not 

have children, each year he travelled to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice, he's give portions 

to Peninah and each child, Hannah only one part without child, Peninah taunted Hannah, 

Hanna depressed, Elkanah you have me, 

 

Commentary:  This is the beginnings of the call for a king for Israel. We see dark humanity 

at work. One woman who bullies another. Hannah without a child represents emptiness in 

life. Whereas her nemesis, the other wife is fruitful with children. Hannah is depressed 

because of her circumstances. Isn't it a man to say, don't worry you have me. The man was 

thinking she should not worry he'll provide. Often men don't understand it is far greater 

than provisions. The issue for Hannah was her sense of Wholeness. 

 

Vss 9-28 at Shiloh Hannah goes to pray, Hannah in deep anguish, Lord give me a son, I'll 

give him back to you, Eli accuses her of being drunk, she explains praying in anguish, Eli 

affirms her, she is encouraged 

 

Commentary: We share about the therapy of Christ-based prayer. Hannah truly calls upon 

The Lord at the Tabernacle. Eli under the cloud of sin mistakes Hannah as being drunk, but 

she explains. He honors her prayer. She is encouraged by her word. People look to the 

leader to be an encourager. However, no leader she mistake ministry success as tacit 

approval by God. He will deal with leadership sin even while he continues to encourage 

people through sinful leaders. 

 

C-2 Vss 1-36 

 

1-11 The whole family worshipped once more, when Elkanah slept with Hannah he 

remembered her cry, she named him Samuel-I asked The Lord, she returns to the 

Tabernacle when he was weened, she presents the boy to Eli, and they worshipped, Hannah 
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sings praises, no Rock like our God, childless woman now has seven, the woman with 

many wastes away 

 

Commentary: God answers prayer. However, the writer emphasizes that the couple had 

their part. Extraordinary is that she does not forget her promise to The Lord. How many 

promise but do not follow-up. 

 

Vss 12-21 the sons of Eli were Scoundrels, they would take the whole sacrifice, the sin 

very serious before The Lord, Samuel though he was a boy served The Lord, each year 

Hannah bought a coat for him, 

 

Commentary: Eli's sons were horrific desecrating the sacrifices among other problems. 

This is often the case where leaders are lost in their greed and dishonor. Meanwhile The 

Lord is already preparing a replacement. Hannah brings a little coat for her son each year. 

 Our God is do great. She didn't ask for more children, but God blesses exceedingly. 

 

Vss 22-28 Eli was old but aware of his sons conduct, they were seducing women, his sons 

would not listen, The Lord was planning for their death, Samuel grew in favor with The 

Lord and people, 

 

Commentary: The indictment. Eli knows about his sons. There are no excuses for leaders. 

Eli was as guilty as his sons. Speaking to them was not removing them. 

 

Vss 19-26 one day a man of God came to Eli, why so you scorn my sacrifices and 

offerings, I honor those who honor me and despise them who despise me, no member of 

your family will ever live out there days, Hophni & Phinehas will die the same day, I will 

raise up a faithful priest 

 

Commentary:  Since Eli honored his sons more than God, the consequences are family-

devastation. God does not punish indirectly. His discipline is specifically related to the 

offense. 

 

C-3 Vss 1-21 Samuel assisted Eli, Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle, The Lord called 

to Samuel three times, Samuel listens, I'm going to carry out all my threats against Israel, 

Eli asked what did The Lord say to you?, Samuel told Eli everything, Eli replied let Him 

do what he thinks best, Samuel grew up and The Lord was with him. 

 

Commentary: Meanwhile, Samuel learns the priesthood from Eli. No leader or person is 

ever disciplined without an opportunity to repent. Samuel's first message from a God is to 

his mentor. Notice Eli does not attempt to repent. He is too old and tired of living. 

 

C4-6 

 

C-4 Vss 1-22 Samuel's words went out to all the people, Israel was at war with the 

Philistines, they attacked and defeated killing 4000 Israelites, elders asked why were we 

defeated, they send for the Ark, Eli 'a sons were their when the Ark was taken, Israelites 

shout with Joy at its appearance, Philistines fight with more ferocity, killed 30000, man 
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reports to Eli sons dead and Ark captured, Eli fell backwards and died, Phinehas daughter 

has a child names him Echabod-where is the glory it's gone 

 

Commentary:  The story moves from personal lives of Hannah and Eli to Israel. Israel as a 

nation has not done what God said concerning the inhabitants. The Philistines become the 

nemesis perhaps like no other nation. The elders reason they will beat the Philistines if 

they bring the Ark to the battle-filled. They send for it guided by Eli's sons. The results are 

predictable. Saying, " I rebuke you Satan" better be accompanied but an obedient life. 

 

 

 


