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1 Samuel 

 

 

 

 
 

 

C-5 Vss 1-12 Philistines take the Ark into the temple of Dagon, Dagon breaks up in the 

floor, the Lord's hand against Philistines, the people cried out, the Ark moved to Gath, they 

sent it to Ekron, they cried out send the Ark back to Israel, deadly plague had already 

broken out on them, 

 

Commentary: As with Hannah's nemesis brief victories over God's people is not a victory 

over God. The a Philistines god is crushed and they suffer diseases. 

 

C-6 Vss 1-21 Elders agree to send the Ark back to Israel, and they sent an offering, show 

honor to the God of Israel, they find virgin cows and hitch a cart to carry the Ark, 

Philistines watched at the border, people of Beth-Shemesh several men of Levi, 70 man 

looked inside the Ark and died, 

 

Commentary: Even the heathens know when they are up against God almighty. They return 

the Ark. Now, an extraordinary illustration on the importance of God's word. 

 

Once the Ark is returned many look into the Ark and lose their lives. Why didn't they know 

better? The leaders were not teaching the people about God's instructions for living. The 

other condition is where the people are being taught, but the people will not listen. 

 

What a reality for "Christians" today. Leaders often who will not teach the people, or will 

not provide daily instruction, and people who will not receive when it's available. It's a 

matter of life and death. 

3/19 

C7-9 

C 7 Vss 1-17 the men of Kariath-Jairim get the Ark, the Ark remained there twenty years, 

all of Israel mourned, Samuel told them to get rid of the images of Ashteroth, they gather at 

Mizpah for prayer, Philistines hear about the gathering and prepare to fight, Samuel 

continues to pray and sacrifice, they arrive to attack but God throws them into confusion 

with a voice of thunder, Israel chased and slaughtered them, Samuel set a stone between 

Mizpah and Jeshana called Ebenezer-the stone of help, during Samuel's time The Lord 
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power against Philistines evident. 

 

Commentary:  God's Ark is returned to His people. Samuel calls for a revival. Simply 

because the Ark was returned did not mean all was well. Samuel's call for a revival 

including a scrubbing of all idols and anything representing them. Some things need to be 

removed completely from believers' lives. 

 

C8 1-22 Samuel appointed his sons but they were not like their father, they were greedy, 

accepted bribes, the people desired a king, Samuel was not pleased, The Lord tells Samuel 

to do as they say, rejecting me, Samuel tells the people all a king demands, the people 

refused to listen to Samuel, 

 

Commentary: Samuel like Eli has corrupt sons. The people request a king. The Lord tells 

Samuel to comply. Note, the Law foresaw a period when the people would desire a king 

instead of a theocracy under God. Leaders should always remember when a people reject 

principles and precepts of God it is above them as representatives. 

 

 

 

 


