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1 Samuel 

 

 

 

 
 

 

C9 1-27 Kish man from the tribe of Benjamin ,his son Saul most  handsome in Israel, 

donkeys lost Saul sent to find them, Saul and servant seek man of God to help find 

donkeys, The Lord told Samuel a man from Benjamin would be on the way, Samuel told 

him don't worry about donkeys you and your family are the hope of Israel, Saul claims his 

worthlessness, Samuel honors Saul as a special guest 

 

Commentary: The story turns to the first king of Israel. He's from the least of the tribes. A 

common human experience, lost donkeys become the tools to discovery. Meanwhile, we 

have the advantage of seeing the prophet, Samuel, being prepared to meet and anoint Saul. 

It demonstrates how God brings together multiple personalities through numerous events 

to accomplish His singular purpose. 

 

C10-12 

 

C10 1-26 Samuel anointed Saul, gives Saul instructions to return home, donkeys found, 

he'll meet several men, they'll give you bread, you'll meet prophets and prophesy, the Spirit 

of The Lord will come upon you, Saul prophesied, all Samuel said came true, at Gibeah he 

prophesies again, when they saw Saul prophesying they said can anyone prophesy, Samuel 

called all the people at Mizpah and presented Saul who was hiding, 

 

Commentary: Saul anoints Saul and provides instructions for him to follow. No man or 

woman can pursue ministry without the presence  of the Holy Spirit no matter how 

virtuous. Saul begins to show signs that he was changed! Notice he is not presented to the 

people until they are able to witness him. 

 

C11 1-15  Ammon marches against Israel Jabesh, they wanted to make a treaty but the king 

said on the grounds that everyone gouged an eye out, message arrives to Saul in Gibeah, 

Spirit of Saul on Saul, he becomes angry, sends message for anyone who would not follow 

him and Samuel to battle, sends message to Jabesh we'll arrive by noon tomorrow, Saul 

arrived before dawn, destroyed the Ammonites, thereafter people wanted to destroy the 

scoffers of Saul's coronation, Saul stopped them 
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Commentary: Now, the new king will demonstrate his value to galvanize and lead people. 

This is extraordinary considering that God anointed him as a contingency. Although God is 

rejected He is with Israel. Ultimately, God weaves it all into his plan for the King of kings. 

Saul calls the people together and they defeat the Ammonites. 

 

Now they are fully convinced that God is with them and their king. They desire to execute 

the critics. Saul shows restraint. This is an excellent example that some people take time to 

make a decision and they can be critical. The majority of those who followed Jesus did not 

truly know him. We need patience with others. 

 

C12 1-25 Samuel addresses all of Israel, allows the people to voice any complaints of him. 

my hands are clean (See Acts, Paul at Ephesus), Samuel revisits history, do not rebel you 

and your king must obey, Samuel gives an illustration of God's affirmation thunder and 

rain, the people feared, God we'll not abandon his own, but if you refuse to obey you and 

your king will be swept away. 

 

Commentary: Many call this a 360 evaluation. Jesus asked his friends after following Him, 

their view about Him. There were no accusation of wrong doing against Samuel. People 

may complain about policy. But the leader should be above accusations of any wrong 

doing. 

 

Given his clear slate he's able to tell their history and warn them about disobedient 

conduct. He did not say "do as I say, but not as I do." He did as Paul would tell the 

Ephesians, "my hands are clean." This clean hands reference came from the requirement 

for priests to have clean hands when offering sacrifices. 

 

As with the patriarchs before, in his old age he warns the people. 

 

 

 
 

 


