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Deuteronomy 

 

 

 

 

 
 

C21 Vss 1-9when someone murdered in a field and you do not know who murdered, the 

priests in the nearest town must take a young cow break its neck and the elders must swear 

that they have not shed this person's blood, they ask The Lord for forgiveness and the land 

will not be held guilty 

 

Commentary:  Closing an unresolved murder case required a process involving the priest. 

Notice there is not a matter where the priest are not involved. The Christian's faith should 

be the paramount consideration in every area of living. The priests' principal concern was 

the land where innocent blood was shed. The sacrificed a bull to cleanse the land of 

defilement. 

 

C21 Vss 10-23if you go to war and win and see a woman and want to marry her, you may 

take her home she must shave her head and cut her nails, change her clothes, she can 

mourn for parents a month, you may marry her, if you are not pleased with her you must 

let her go free, if a man married two wives one he loves and the other he does not he 

cannot honor the son of the wife he loves and not the eldest son of the wife he does not 

love, a rebellious son is reported to elders who stone him to death, purge the evil from 

among you, someone is executed in a tree the body must not remain there, this way you 

prevent the defilement if the land, 

 

Commentary:  Men of war could marry a woman from those they conquered.  There was a 

process she had to complete. There were also provisions for men to marry more than one 

wife, and provisions for their sons from these relationships. Regardless of the love for one 

or both wives he had to honor the oldest son of the wife he didn't love.  A rebellious son 

deserved stoning. This gives additional perspective in Jesus' story concerning the prodigal. 

Finally, it would curse the land to allow someone to remain hanging on a tree until day. 

This is why Joseph and Nicodemus desired to remove Jesus from the cross.  

 

 

C22 Vss 1-15 if you see neighbors animal running away take it back to owner, do the same 

http://drstevenbdavidsonglobal.org/
http://cbaltarplace.org/


 “Investing in People for Eternity” 

if donkey clothing or anything else lost, if donkey collapses help your neighbor, a woman 

must not dress in a man's clothing and visa-versa, if a nest on the ground do not take the 

mother, take the young so the land will prosper, when building a house build a railing 

around the roof, must not plant another crop in the rows of the vineyard, don't plow with 

Ox and donkey yoked, must not wear clothing with wool and linen, suppose a man married 

a woman and claims she was not a virgin after marriage, the father must bring proof to the 

elders (blood-stained sheet), they will take the husband and punish him and fine him 100 

pieces of silver, he can never divorce her, but if true she is stoned at her father's door, 

adultery both man and woman stoned, a woman engaged has sex with a man they both are 

stoned, she did not scream, but if he sees her in the country and rapes her only the man 

dies, if a man has sex with a virgin he has to pay 50 pieces of silver and marry her, may 

never divorce her, man must not marry former wife 

 

Commentary:  Lost in culture and tradition, the Law called for a neighbor or even those 

who didn't like each other to have a minimum care. They had to recover lost property for 

each other. Jesus spoke of going 

 the extra mile. Or helping those who misuse you. None of the concepts were new. 

 

Person's behaving outside of their natural gender pattern was prevalent among the nation's 

occupying the land. God's people were to set themselves apart. Women were not to act like 

men outwardly and visa-versa. 

 

The care for animal life in this case birds are cited. It was unlawful to take a mother from 

her nest. It defiled the land to do so. It's not clear why it defiled the land, but it did. Be 

careful how you treat birds and their nests. 

 

Honoring growth areas and non-growth areas in a vineyard was extremely important.  It's 

almost as if it was as important to allow areas for the harvest to be gathered as the harvest 

itself--an obvious concession to those gathering the harvest whether workers or the needy. 

 

Another consideration for laborers extended to the ox. It was unlawful to restrain the ox 

that plowed the land from eating. Paul refers to this principal when speaking about 

compensating those who minister to the body spiritually. 

 

Wearing hybrid material clothing was prohibited. We have experienced polyester as a 

highly static material, particularly during cold periods. One of the principles in any artistic 

endeavor is to maintain the integrity and commonality of a product. Mixed material 

clothing has serious short-comings concerning care for God's people. 

 

The Law also envision those times when someone entered a false marital covenant. This is 

a lawful principle not often discussed. Note, an unlawful covenant did not require the 

decree of divorce. The covenant in-fact cannot exist because someone entered the 

relationship on grounds that otherwise would have prevented the covenant from being 

established in the first place.  A woman who was not a virgin, but entered marriage under 

the assumption or because of deception that she was a virgin is one such case. There were 

two sides for such a serious accusation. The father was presented the sheet after marriage 

was consummated by sex. So if he presented a bloody sheet, his daughter was exonerated. 
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She could never be divorced and her husband paid a fine. On-the-other hand, if proven 

guilty she would be stoned to death. 

 

Adultery was punishable by death for both parties. This shows the hypocrisy of the 

Pharisees who brought a woman to Jesus caught in the act of adultery, but did not present 

the man (John 8). 

 

The rape principles were designed to protect the victim, but also to protect both parties 

when a sex act occurred. It was simple to establish when a woman was consensual. If she 

didn't scream for help it was determined consensual. It is only when psychobabble 

becomes involved that we come up with a myriad of reasons why a woman cannot scream. 

Here's today's application. Report the incident immediately. The Law also provided where 

a woman might be in a location such as a field where she cannot be heard. Again it's 

understood she needed to report the assault immediately. 

 

Another protection for the woman was that if it were not rape the fellow had to marry her. 

The man could never divorce her. What  a difference this principle would make today. 

 

C23 

 

C-23 1-24a man with crushed genitalia cannot enter the assembly, a person born 

illegitimately cannot enter the assembly to the tenth generation or Ammonite or Moabite 

cannot enter the assembly, they did not help you when you fled Egypt, 

Do not detest the Edomites, Egyptians, relatives and Egyptians received you as foreigners, 

during war nocturnal emissions (wet-dream) must remain outside the camp 

for a day, use a spade and cover your dung, The Lord moves around the camp, do not 

return an escaped slave to his master, no man or woman can become a temple prostitute, 

don't charge interest, fulfill a vow quickly, entering a neighbors vineyard or field you can 

eat your field, but no harvesting 

 

Commentary: The sense of defilement of the assembly passed to persons who could not 

perform conjugal rights to multiply and also children born out of wedlock. One might 

observe how this could happen and their not be a violation of Law calling for execution. 

Tamar David's daughter was raped by her half brother that sent her away.  There's no 

record that a pregnancy occurred, but if it had he was not punished as he should have been. 

Though unlawful, apparently sexual encounters were the order of the day as with any other 

period of time. 

 

Ammonites and Moabites were strictly prohibited from the assembly because of their 

wretched behavior toward Israel when they fled Egypt. This adds an additional dimension 

concerning God's grace and exception when a Moabite woman 

enters the ancestor’s lineage of Jesus (Ruth). 

 

The Edomite and Egyptian prohibitions are cited. Military men are to take of excrement 

and wet-dream emissions to keep themselves clean. 

 

C24  1-22.  A man not pleased by his wife issues divorce papers, 
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she's free to marry, but if the second man divorces her the first cannot remarry her, a newly 

married man cannot serve in the military for a year, wrong to take a millstone as security 

for a loan needed to make a living, if a person in Israel kidnapped and used as a slave the 

kidnapper is executed, skin diseases must be presented to priests, if lending to a person do 

not enter the house for the security it must be brought outside, if the person is poor don't 

take necessities, don't take advantage of the poor,parents must not be out to death for 

children's sin and visa versa, true justice must be given to foreigners, don't take a women's 

garment for security, when harvesting crops leave some for the poor 

 

Commentary: All of the areas covered by the Law is extremely broad shown by this section 

of Scripture covering several topics. Only a divorce decree is required to execute a divorce. 

Again, this is different from a case where the covenant should have never occurred. 

 

Kidnapping a person (Person of Israel) and using them as a slave was punishable by death. 

Concerning loans it was not lawful to  give a loan, but it was unlawful to take the source of 

a person's well being as security. Again the consideration toward the poor cannot be over-

stated. 

 

 

 


