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2 Samuel 

 

 

 

 
 

C3-5 

 

C3 Vss 1-39  beginning of a long war between Saul and David's camp, David's sons born 

6, Ishbosheth accuses Abner of sleeping with his father's concubine, Abner vows to give 

the kingdom to David, David agreed but wanted his wife, they agree to unite the nation. 

Joab returns from a raid and realizes a covenant was arranged, Joab calls for Abner, kills 

him in revenge for Abner killing his brother 

 

Commentary:  David's family including six sons are highlighted. Solomon is not included 

yet. 

 

Concerning Abner and Ishbosheth, this is an excellent example of what happens when 

there is an unofficial pastor who is more influential than the official pastor. 

 

Abner gives the kingdom to David. Joab and his brother take the opportunity to kill Abner. 

Where Abner killed Joab's  brother in an act of war, Joab murders Abner in revenge. 

 

David is completely outdone by Abner's murder. David calls for national mourning, but 

could not do anything with the brothers Joab and Abishai, calls on The Lord to punish 

them 

 

Commentary: David had nothing to do with the murder, but has the same concern that 

Ishbosheth had with Abner. The military commanders have great influence, particularly 

with the military. David leaves their punishment to The Lord. 

 

 

C4 1-12 

Ishbosheth in fear after Abner's death, Baaanah and Recab kill Ishbosheth and take his 

head to David, David had them executed 

 

Commentary: Ishbosheth is in horrific position. He fears Abner, but once Abner is dead, he 

knows his protection is gone. His life is taken. The perpetrators make the same error made 
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by the young fellow made who killed Saul. 

 

Another example where the perpetrators believe they will be viewed as champions. Instead 

the are viewed as dishonorable murderers. 

 

C5 1-25 Tribes all desire David to be king, 30 when he began and reigned 40 years, 

Jebusites in Jerusalem taunted David that he could not take the city, David attacks through 

the tunnel system, David became more powerful, Hiram of Tyre sent wood and built 

David's palace, David moves to Jerusalem, Philistines attempt gather forces to capture 

David, God gives David victory over Philistines in consecutive campaigns 

 

Commentary: Imagine any people taunting David, specifically mocking God. They had 

confidence in their walls. They forgot their tunnel system.  David a military strategist uses 

the tunnel system to breach the walls and destroy the Jebusites. 

 

The Philistines marshal all of their forces to capture David. David defeats them in two 

successive campaigns. 

 

 

C6-8 

 

C6 Vss 1-23. David with 30,000 troops captures the Ark to return to Jerusalem, the Ark 

stumbled killing a bearer Uzzah, David was angry because of the Lord's anger, David 

afraid of The Lord, he took Ark to Obed Edom, Obed Edom's home blessed, David with 

celebration brings the Ark to Jerusalem. Michal confronts David about his inappropriate 

dance behavior, David blasts her father and family, never specifically refutes Michal's 

claim of shamelessly exposing himself 

 

Commentary:  David's experience with the Ark is the first signs of trouble for him when he 

becomes angry that Uzzah I stricken by God. There's no record of David becoming angry 

with Saul who attempted to take his life. He in fact becomes fearful of God. Apparently 

recognizing that getting angry with a decision God decides is not a good idea. Looking 

upon all if his troubles and loosing everything Job responded "naked I came from the 

womb, Naked I shall return" (Job 1;21)but no anger. 

 

Returning to retrieve the Ark, David marches home in great jubilation before The Lord. 

Michal confronts David about what she saw as naked dancing. Many commentators view 

Michal as being dishonorable toward David and God, particularly since the account ends 

with the statement that Michal did not have children. However, David slams her family in 

response, and never refutes her charges. Dancing before God is great. But any indecency is 

not acceptable. Along with the anger the exhibition before the women is another sign of 

trouble for David. We may not have caught this but Michal did--even though she had her 

own problems for sure. 
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